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TUESDAY’S SCORES

NFLCOMBINE
Former Pack players

Joshua
Mauga
and Marko
Mitchell
will try to
test their
mettle in the NFL this week
at the combine. We’ll tell
you what their chances look
like.

OUR TAKE
POLITICS ENTERS
SPORTSAGAIN

Sports and politics have
been intertwined in many
ways but the worst way has
reared
its ugly
head
again.

Bec-
ause of
Israel’s
incur-
sions in
the Gaza
Strip,
Israeli
tennis
player Shahar Peer’s visa
was denied and the WTA’s
45th ranked player will not
be able to play in the Dubai
Tennis Championships in
the United Arab Emirates.

Meaning the athlete, who
has nothing to do with this
conflict, cannot do her job,
which is play sports.

The country fears that the
violence in the Strip could
fuel fans’ anger and that Peer
could be in danger. For me,
no athlete should have to
suffer because of the politics
of their country. If the fans
can’t understand that, then
they do not need to be
rewarded with a tournament.

You can e-mail the author of
this take at dwilson@rgj.com.

COMING THURSDAY

TODAY ON RGJ.COM

See the scoreboard page on
5E for all of Tuesday’s scores.

LIVEPREPSCORES
Check RGJpreps.com for

scoring updates immediately
following regional playoff
games this week.

NHL
Sharks 4, Oilers 2
Bruins 5, Hurricanes 1
Sabres 4, Maple Leafs 1
Devils 4, Panthers 0
Blackhawks 5, Lightning 0
Avalanche 3, Senators 2
Flames 4, Canadiens 3

NBA
Magic 107, Bobcats 102
Pacers 100, Sixers 91
Wizards 111, Timberwolves 103
Bucks 92, Pistons 86
Knicks 112, Spurs 107
Hornets 100, Thunder 98
Rockets 114, Nets 88
Jazz 117, Grizzlies 99
Suns 140, Clippers 100
Lakers 90, Hawks 83

BY REBECCA BABICZ
rbabicz@rgj.com

Tanner Hall will be the
first one to admit he had
an ego.

And why not? Hall was
a freeskiing phenom, win-
ning every contest in sight
and picking up lucrative
sponsorship contracts like
Oakley and Redbull.

But Hall is more
grounded now. He has re-

alized how lucky he is.
He returned from what

could have been a career-
ending injury in 2005,
when he broke both of
his ankles. He watched
his best friend survive
head trauma, a coma and
34 days of hospitaliza-
tion. Most recently, at the
last stop of the Dew Tour
in Mount Snow, Vt., his
friend Riley Poor broke
his neck jumping into a

pool and was paralyzed.
“Life is a serious thing,”

Hall said. “If you’re not
taking it serious you’re just
wasting space, but how
I was doing it, I was tak-
ing it too serious having
anxiety and putting pres-
sure on myself. I think in
the past few years realizing
how lucky I am as a person
to be able to do what I do

WINTER DEW TOUR
WHAT: A season-long winter action
sports tour, concluding this weekend at
Lake Tahoe

WHERE: Northstar, mid-mountain

WHEN: Thursday-Sunday, detailed
schedule on page 3E
WHO: Tanner Hall, Shaun White, Hannah
Teeter, Elena Hight, Simon Dumont

PRIZE MONEY: $1.5 million

TICKETS: gondola pass (no equipment)
$15; lift ticket $79

W I N T E R D E W T O U R

Most influential skier of his generation comes to Northstar

BY RONALD BLUM
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TAMPA, Fla. — Alex
Rodriguez read from sev-
eral sheets of crumpled pa-
per, trying again to explain
where he went wrong. “Am-
ateur hour,” he called it.

The slugger who might
someday become baseball’s
all-time home run king re-
membered more details
about performance-en-
hancing drugs Tuesday, say-
ing his cousin repeatedly
injected him from 2001-03
with a mysterious substance
from the Dominican Re-
public.

“I didn’t think they were
steroids,” the New York
Yankees star said. Later,
he admitted, “I knew we
weren’t taking Tic Tacs.”

Making his second public
attempt to explain a 2003
positive drug test while
with Texas, baseball’s high-
est-paid player described a
clumsy scheme in which a
cousin persuaded him to use
“boli” — a substance he said
the cousin obtained with-
out a prescription and with-
out consulting doctors or
trainers. Rodriguez said the
cousin, whom he wouldn’t

M L B

A-Rod:
Cousin
injected
steroids

SEE A-ROD ON 2E

SEE HALL ON 3E

Alex Rodriguez speaks to
reporters during a news
conference on Tuesday.

MARY ALTAFFER/AP

Yankee apologizes
to his teammates

P R E P G I R L S B A S K E T B A L L

Toronto Maple Leafs goaltender
Justin Pogge makes the save in
a 4-1 loss against the Sabres.
For more results, see 5E.

CHRISYOUNG/AP

WOLFPACKBLOG
Wolf Pack beat writer

Chris Murray blogs about
the “Pack it with Pink”
game. For every fan that
attends the women’s game
Thursday, Nevada coaches
Jane Albright and Mark Fox
will donate $1 to the Kay
Yow Cancer Foundation.

Visit RGJ.com/sports to read
Chris Murray’s latest blog.
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C O L L E G E B A S K E T B A L L

BY CHRIS MURRAY
cmurray@rgj.com

Last year, he was throwing
home windmill dunks that
brought the crowd to its feet.
This year, he is watching oth-
ers do that from a seat on the
bench.

Last year, he was one of the
stars of a state title-winning

team. This year, he has played
in less than half of his team’s
games.

Last year, he was one of the
blue-chip basketball pros-
pects in the nation. This year,
the only chance he gets to
shine comes during practice.

Olek Czyz, the ex-Reno
High star, could have taken
the safe route and signed

with a team that ensured his
plenty of playing time. But he
wanted a greater challenge
on a bigger stage at Duke
University.

So far, the 18-year-old’s
Blue Devil career has con-
sisted of only eight points in
48 minutes. Czyz admits his
freshman season has been a
challenging one — making

cameo appearances in only 11
of the team’s 25 games — but
one that will make him a bet-
ter player in the long run.

“It has been frustrating be-

cause when you come out of
high school you are not used
to that,” Czyz said. “It’s really
a big difference, but you have
to keep your head up and keep
pushing forward.”

Czyz has done just that,
keeping a upbeat disposition
despite his limited time on
the court.

While the transition from
high school to college is

Reno grad Czyz making transition at Duke
Low minutes is a frustrating challenge for 18-year-old

SEE CZYZ ON 4E

OLEK CZYZ:
The Reno
grad scored
eight points
in 48 minutes
of play for the
Duke Blue
Devils.

INSIDE
Reno grabbed an
easy 76-43 win
over Douglas, while
Manogue and Reed
also picked up
victories in Northern
4A regional action, 6E

ON THE
WEB

For more photos from
Tuesday’s regional
girls basketball action,
along with videos
and blogs, log on to
RGJpreps.com.

Galena’s
Sara
Lancaster
tries to
get past
Spanish
Springs’
Courtney
Darby
during
their game
Tuesday at
Galena.

DAVID B.
PARKER/RENO
GAZETTE-
JOURNAL

BY LAUREN GUSTUS
lgustus@rgj.com

There was no sigh of relief for
the Galena girls basketball team
on Tuesday after it squeezed by
Spanish Springs, 47-44, in a 4A
regional quarterfinal.

“It was more of a loud scream,”
said Emily Burns, whose 13
points were a team high for the
No. 4-ranked Grizzlies (21-7).

None were more important
than the four she collected at the

free-throw line with less than
a minute to play in the game.
The sophomore said she’d never
been on the line with so much
at stake, but that she’d practiced
for the moment.

Burns stayed calm, and so did
the rest of her team. Freshman
Taylor Schaller also went 2-for-
2 from the free-throw line down
the stretch. She finished as
Galena’s second-leading scorer

Galena keeps its cool in win

SEE GALENA ON 6E
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